
expert on hand to share tips. Rick
and Jim, who is Southeast Regional
Technical Manager for Spies Hecker,
explained and demonstrated proper
refinish prep and paint techniques.
Then each student had an opportunity
to do each step: taping and masking a
car body, then donning a paint suit
and mask, and actually spraying paint
and clear coat in the Tech Center's
ULTRA spray booth.

The Copper Basin VICA Club, like
others, seeks to discover career
direction. By experiencing different
workplace scenarios, students can
compare their own talents and
desires with the requirements of the
careers and industries they encoun-
ter. In this way, they become more
informed about careers in general

DEMO DAZZLES VICA VISITORS
Tech Center Hosts Hands-On Tour for Career Seekers

The Copper Basin VICA Club's May 1 field trip to Team
Blowtherm's Technical Training Center in Atlanta was no
ordinary tour. "The students really liked the hands on
approach to the visit. Usually, a tour of a business for us
consists of someone talking and the students walking, but

this was different," said Craig A. Green, Tech Prep teacher
at Copper Basin High School, which is located in
Copperhill, Tennessee. "We also would like to thank you
for including Jim Sharman from Spies Hecker. His
professionalism and demeanor with the students made
them feel more at ease while working with the equipment.
The students have said nothing but positive things about
the tour," Green continued.

Rick Farnan, manager of the Tech Center, set up the
experience for the students by having available vehicle
shells to mask and paint, and having an industry painting

and more able to focus future study and practical
experience.  The group chose the Tech Center for a visit
not only because of a career connection, but also because
it has the most modern technology available.

What did the students themselves think? "We could
make how much as a painter?!”

For further information about the Team Blowtherm Techni-
cal Training Center, or about bringing your group for a tour,
please call Rick Farnan at 1-800-300-1546.
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